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The IGF Code and the Seafarers 

The shipping industry is facing a seafarers issue, it is not so easy to find properly qualified 
seafarers and establish with them a long terms relationship. 

Before joining any specific vessel, seafarers nowadays shall have passed the shore based 
training, required by the applicable regulations, and once onboard dealt with the ship's 
specific familiarization training. 

Maritime Administrations requires all applicable seafarers serving 
onboard ships, to have a valid Certificate of Proficiency that relates to 
the IGF training appropriate to their assigned shipboard duties.   

The new IGF Code, by clause 19, sets down the seafarers training requirements, and 
STCW with the new section V/3,  has been amended to fulfill with those requirements. 

30/06/2017 

The basic philosophy …to minimize the risk to the ship, its crew and 
the environment, having regard to the nature of the fuels involved…  
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19 TRAINING  

(Reference document MSC 95/22/Add.1) 

30/06/2017 

19.1 Goal  

The goal of this chapter is to ensure that seafarers on board ships to which this Code 
applies are adequately qualified, trained and experienced 

19.2 Functional requirements  

Companies shall ensure that seafarers on board ships using gases or other low-flashpoint 
fuels shall have completed training to attain the abilities that are appropriate to the capacity 
to be filled and duties and responsibilities to be taken up, taking into account the provisions 
given in the STCW Convention and Code, as amended. 
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The IGF Code and the Seafarers 

 LNG as fuel 
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The IGF Code and the Seafarers (Reference document MSC 95/22/Add.2) 

Regulation V/3 - Mandatory minimum requirements for the training and qualifications 
of masters, officers, ratings and other personnel on ships subject to the IGF Code 

 1  This regulation applies to masters, officers and ratings and other personnel serving on 
board ships subject to the IGF Code.  

 2  Prior to being assigned shipboard duties on board ships subject to the IGF Code, 
seafarers shall have completed the training required by paragraphs 4 to 9 below in accordance 
with their capacity, duties and responsibilities.  

 3  All seafarers serving on board ships subject to the IGF Code shall, prior to being 
assigned shipboard duties, receive appropriate ship and equipment specific familiarization as 
specified in regulation I/14, paragraph 1.5. 

 4   Seafarers responsible for designated safety duties associated with the care, use or in 
emergency response to the fuel on board ships subject to the IGF Code shall hold a certificate in 
basic training for service on ships subject to the IGF Code.  

 5  Every candidate for a certificate in basic training for service on ships subject to the IGF 
Code shall have completed basic training in accordance with provisions of section A-V/3, 
paragraph 1 of the STCW Code.  

30/06/2017 
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6 Seafarers responsible for designated safety duties associated with the care, use or in 
emergency response to the fuel on board ships subject to the IGF Code who have been qualified 
and certified according to regulation V/1-2, paragraphs 2 and 5, or regulation V/1-2, paragraphs 4 
and 5 on liquefied gas tankers, are to be considered as having met the requirements specified in 
section A-V/3, paragraph 1 for basic training for service on ships subject to the IGF Code.  

 7  Masters, engineer officers and all personnel with immediate responsibility for the care 
and use of fuels and fuel systems on ships subject to the IGF Code shall hold a certificate in 
advanced training for service on ships subject to the IGF Code.  

 8  Every candidate for a certificate in advanced training for service on ships subject to the 
IGF Code shall, while holding the Certificate of Proficiency described in paragraph 4, have:  

 .1  completed approved advanced training for service on ships subject to the IGF Code and 
meet the standard of competence as specified in section A-V/3, paragraph 2 of the STCW 
Code; and 

 .2  completed at least one month of approved seagoing service that includes a minimum of 
three bunkering operations on board ships subject to the IGF Code. Two of the three 
bunkering operations may be replaced by approved simulator training on bunkering 
operations as part of the training in paragraph 8.1 above.  

30/06/2017 
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9  Masters, engineer officers and any person with immediate responsibility for the care 
and use of fuels on ships subject to the IGF Code who have been qualified and certified according 
to the standards of competence specified in section A–V/1-2, paragraph 2 for service on liquefied 
gas tankers are to be considered as having met the requirements specified in section A-V/3, 
paragraph 2 for advanced training for ships subject to the IGF Code, provided they have also: 

30/06/2017 

.1  met the requirements of paragraph 6; and  

.2  met the bunkering requirements of paragraph 8.2 or have participated in conducting 
 three cargo operations on board the liquefied gas tanker; and 

.3  have completed sea going service of three months in the previous five years on board:  

.1  ships subject to the IGF Code;  

.2 tankers carrying as cargo, fuels covered by the IGF Code; or  

.3 ships using gases or low flashpoint fuel as fuel. 
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10  Every Party shall compare the standards of competence which it 
required of persons serving on gas-fuelled ships before 1 January 2017 with 
the standards of competence in Section A-V/3 of the STCW Code, and shall 
determine the need, if any, for requiring these personnel to update their 
qualifications.  

 11  Administrations shall ensure that a Certificate of Proficiency is issued 
to seafarers, who are qualified in accordance with paragraphs 4 or 7, as 
appropriate.  

12  Seafarers holding Certificates of Proficiency in accordance with 
paragraph 4 or 7 above shall, at intervals not exceeding five years, undertake 
appropriate refresher training or be required to provide evidence of having 
achieved the required standard of competence within the previous five years. 
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In November 2016,       VELA delivered the 
very first IGF basic and advanced courses to the 
Canadian Owner Desgagnés. 

Owner’s very first query we received was: 

“How should we select the Seafarers for the Basic and the 
Advanced training?” 

Courtesy Desgagnés 
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designated safety duties 

with immediate responsibility 

http://www.marinelite.gr/index.php?dispatch=products.view&product_id=286
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Senior Vice President, DPA, Technical managers, Captains, 
Deck Officers, Chief Eng’s and Engineer Officers 
participated to the basic and advanced training courses. 
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Master, deck officer and other maritime officers with 
responsibilities, in addition to basic training, must have pass a 
training course as provided for in Section A-V / 3.2, 

 

and... 

 

 

Have completed at least one month of approved seagoing service 
that includes a minimum of three bunkering operations on board 
ships subject to the IGF Code. 

CONCLUSION 
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The responsibilities, tasks and training of seafarers in LNG 
management, 

 

 

              shall be 
 

 

Clearly documented and 

defined in the SMS Manual 

CONCLUSION – new plans and procedures 
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New Bunkering 

New Maintenence and Repairs 

CONCLUSION – new plans and procedures 
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New confined spaces  

New inerting 

CONCLUSION – new plans and procedures 
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New drill and exercice 

New Emergency planning 

CONCLUSION – new plans and procedures 
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http://www.marinelite.gr/index.php?dispatch=products.view&product_id=286
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  VELA 
Vocational Educational LNG Academy 
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